Kelby James Russell, winemaker
Kelby Russell was born and raised immediately north of New York’s
Finger Lakes Wine Region. After High School, Kelby attended Harvard
University and received his Bachelors degree in Government with a minor
in Economics. Having learned enough about both of these disciplines to
realize he wanted no part in either, Kelby returned to his native Finger
Lakes to pursue a wine industry career in the Finger Lakes.
As luck would have it, Kelby landed on the doorstep of Fox Run
Vineyards and legendary winemaker Peter Bell the first day of harvest 2009. Despite expecting a
formal interview and arriving in his Sunday best, Kelby quickly found himself covered in grape skins
and realized he never wanted to leave. Kelby would continue to work for the next three years at Fox
Run Vineyards learning invaluable lessons about winemaking, vineyard management, and life from
Peter Bell, vineyard manager John Kaiser, and owner Scott Osborn.
While working at Fox Run, Kelby began taking annual ‘vacations’ to work additional harvests in the
Southern Hemisphere. Kelby cut his teach as a supervisor while learning the intricacies and non-intricacies of New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc at Whitehaven Winery in Marlborough. The following year
he worked at Pipers Brook Vineyards/Kreglinger Estates, a long standing Tasmanian producer of
single vineyard Pinot Noirs and traditional method sparkling wines. Kelby finally reached the
Australian mainland the next year as Nightshift Red Winemaker at Yalumba Winery’s premium
production site in the Barossa Valley; giving him experience with remarkable quality and old-vine red
grapes from across Australia that he will never forget.
Kelby returned from Australia to take a permanent position at Red Newt Cellars and Bistro on Seneca
Lake in Hector, New York. He now serves as Winemaker at Red Newt Cellars and treasures the
opportunity to work at a ‘Riesling House;’ striving to make Finger Lake rieslings a part of dinner
tables from the everyday to diverse single vineyard bottlings. Red Newt’s continued work with
fantastic growers of Gewürztraminer, Pinot Gris, Pinot Noir, and Bordeaux varietals ensures that the
cellar is always busy and always fun.
At both Red Newt and Fox Run, Kelby has been thrilled to work on the Tierce Riesling project
between those two wineries and Anthony Road Winery. Along with this exciting collaboration Kelby
has contributed to the wines of the new vineyard project Boundary Breaks, particularly the “Reserve
198” bottling that highlights the low alcohol style of riesling he will forever chase.
Kelby is a member of the Eastman Rochester Chorus, where he sings Tenor and continues his lifelong
passion for music. This previously meant jazz saxophone improv during High School, major
leadership roles within the Harvard Glee Club during college, and has always meant listening to any
and all genres of music he can find - often to the confusion and consternation of those around him. His
other hobbies include eating, running to balance out the eating, and golf.
In a refrain common to teenagers everywhere, Kelby never expected to return home again after
heading towards the big city lights of Boston. He now lives in Geneva, New York and is a proud
member of the Finger Lakes community.
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